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Figure 8.1  Muslim Populations Outside of the Arab States
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Source: Population estimates are from Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life (2009).

* Difference between total population and Muslim population is 404,204 in Iran; 1,632,388 in Turkey; 815,088 in Alge-
ria; and 32,987 in Morocco.

Muhammad, the Prophet

Muhammad (born circa 570, died 632) founded the religion in the early 7th century in Arabia. 
Orphaned at an early age, Muhammad ibn Abdullah was a businessman when, in 610, it is said he 
received his first revelations through the angel Gabriel. These continued for another 20 years and 
formed the Qur’an, the holy book of Islam.

By the 8th century, a system of political-religious leadership that originated with the first suc-
cessor to Muhammad held authority over parts of three continents, from what is now Pakistan 
across the Middle East and North Africa to Spain. Caliphates is the name given to geographical 
areas ruled by a chief Muslim civil and religious leader. The leader, known as the caliph, gov-
erned as a successor to Muhammad. By the 10th century, the office had become more political. 
Then, in 1924, the office was abolished by Kamal Ataturk, the founder of modern Turkey. Today 


